
It is vital for Samuelson to be renovated as soon as possible, because it is essen-
tially a waste of space. It has been vacant since 2006 due to its safety issues. It’s 
flat roof, poor ventilation, crumbling infrastructure, and inflexible space, mean 
the building in its current state is not up to safety standards.  The building was 
not much safer in the past either, for it could not stand up against the Nisqually 
earthquake in 2001. The earthquake caused the building to have some destruc-
tive movement and the south portion of the building is to be completely removed 
for it is unable to be renovated. However, the northern half of the building can be 
renovated and preserved.

The renovated Samuelson building will be a safe stable structure, housing the 
Communication department as well as the Information Technology department. 
This means that this new building will create technology security by providing a 
safe stable structure to store all of the technology equipment. Not only will this 
building provide technology security by being a stable structure, but by having 
safety features such as security card access system. 

Samuelson Communication 
and Technology Center

“A Building Students Are Drawn To.”



Central Washington University has 
the largest public relations program 
in Washington State. Public relations 
is the premier major out of the other 
entire communication department. 
The majority of the students in the 
communication department have 
chosen to be in the Public Relations. 
The PR program is the only one 
in the state to have a fully student 
functioning agency with cliental.  
Because of the high demand of stu-
dents wanting to be in this program, 
the admissions into the major are 
going to change to become more 
competitive, for example the current 
acceptance GPA will rise to weed 
out those students who are more 
serious than others. 

Central offers student the opportunity 
to receive a minor or certificate in non-
profit, designed to provide knowledge 
an understanding of the organization, 
financing, and management issues in 
nonprofit organizations. Nonprofit is 
fast growing field in today’s workforce 
and students want to be a part of it.   
Lead by Professor Elizabeth Kerns, 
nonprofit is proving to have great 
growth in the communication depart-
ment and sparking the interest in 
many students. One of the top minors 
of communication department has 
become a high demand among the 
communication students, which is even-
tually going to become a full major. 

Central Washington hosts the only Film and Video Studies program of its kind 
in the state of Washington. This major allows students to study the history 
and theory of film and television, as well as provides them with hands on 
learning. Students in this program have the opportunity to specialize in 
critical studies, production, or screenwriting, which was just added to the 
program in fall of 2012. Students in this program have been successful in 
competitions that are regional and national! At regionals, CWU students won 
first place in a variety of categories such as; comedy, commercials, promos, 
and more. At nationals, CWU students have repeatedly won top video pro-
duction honors. Also, at another national competition in Chicago, three CWU 
students brought home first place awards.

The ITS is responsible for the improve-
ment, maintenance, and support of 
CWU’s telephony network. The net-
work consists of 5 Nortel PBX voice 
switches, 3 fiber remote switches 
and a unified messaging system that 
all provide dial tone and voice mail 
services to all CWU campuses. This 
includes 2,811 phone lines of which 
2,631 are located on the Ellensburg 
campus.  587 of these lines are in 
residence halls, Kamola, Sue Lombard, 
Wendell Hill Hall and Barto.  The rest 
of the residence hall’s lines, 1,241 
of them, are provided by Fairpoint.   
1,471 mailboxes are configured in our 
CallXpress unified messaging system 
which also provides unified communi-
cations between voice mail and email.  
Telecom supports the phone lines and 
infrastructure providing access to the 
“outside world”.  We have 4 T-1’s 
providing 96 channels for simultaneous 
incoming and outgoing calls.
 
Telecom is also responsible for pro-
viding other services such as mobile 
communications including satellite 
and cellular; long distance; telephone 
installations, Speech Directory; auto 
attendants; department moves/adds/
dsiconnects; software feature changes; 
cost recovery rebills and a wide range 
of technical support and planning for 
capital projects and remodels.   

Film and Video Studies

Public Relations
Nonprofit Organization Management The ITS-Telecommunications Department

• 100% of students register for classes 
online 

• Approximately 650 computers are 
available for student use in open stu-
dent labs, and kiosks across campus

• Ellensburg supports 2,811 phone 
lines total

• 94% of the phones lines support-
ed from campus are located in 
Ellensburg

• Students in the IT Department: 43 
Labs: 23 
Css: 7 
HelpDesk: 5 
Distance Education (DE): 6  
ResNet: 2

• There are approximately 4600 
computers on campus.

  IT by the #s

A place where students and faculty 
can find access to, and support 
with, any and all technology 
needs.

Student Centered

The site is at the center of campus and it should be a 
“live” space, with accessible technology access to the 
University Community throughout the day and into 
the evening.



PRSSA
Central’s chapter of Public Relations 
Student Society of America (PRS-
SA) is dedicated to enhancing their 
knowledge of public relations and 
providing access to professional 
development opportunities. PRSSA 
members travel all over the country 
to different conferences learning the 
latest PR techniques, meeting future 
employers, internships, and much 
more. This club provides members 
an advantage within the public rela-
tions job market, giving members a 
leg up in the competition. 

Lambda Pi Eta is a national honor society that 
recognizes and awards undergraduate students 
in the communication field who have maintained 
good grades throughout college. It is a growing 
club with 6,700 new members inducted in the 
2011-2012 school year alone. This honor society 
allows a group of dedicated students with many 
opportunities such as jobs, interns, and marketing 
opportunities. Every spring, The Central Wash-
ington University Lambda Pi Eta students travel to 
Coeur d’Alene Idaho where they can submit thesis 
papers to be judged by their peers. This experi-
ence alone allows the students to meet with other 
Lambda Pi Eta members and Communication 
studies students to network.

The Pulse Magazine
Central’s online magazine has become a vital 
media outlet. The magazine covers social topics 
that relate well to the modern student. Their sto-
ries range from beginning to build credit to an 
in-depth look at the lives of students on campus 
to the latest social media trend. With 13,000 
views on last issue it is safe to say that students 
are checking their Pulse.

The mission of the Observer is two-fold: to serve CWU 
as a newspaper and to provide training for students who 
are seeking a career in journalism. The Observer seeks 
to provide complete, accurate, dependable information 
to the campus and community that spark debate and 
affect the community at large. As a training program, the 
Observer is the practical application of the theories and 
principles of journalism. It teaches students to analyze 
and communicate information that is vital to the decision 
making of the community at large. The Observer has 
been a finalist for ACP Pacemaker award twice.

This major is one that continues to grow each quarter. The communication studies 
major begins with a traditional liberal arts perspective, infuses an international/
intercultural perspective, and then focuses on practical application of communi-
cation knowledge and skill. The major is intended for students who wish to be 
at home in a wide range of situations and cultures and who value the role of 
communication in creating effective relationships locally and globally. The Com-
munication major prepares students for graduate school, as well as opens up a 
variety of career opportunities.

Communication 

MAJORS
Communication Studies - 50
Journalism (Broadcast) - 8
Journalism (Print) - 19
Public Relations - 90
FVS Critical Studies - 3
FVS Production - 48
FVS Screenwriting - 5 

MINORS
Advertising - 28
Communication - 43
Non-Profit - 41
Organizational Com - 5
Screenwriting - 4
FVS Visual Literacy - 1
FVS Critical Studies - 6
 
FVS Pre-Major - 14
Communication Pre-Major - 51

- Jake Updegraff, CWU Alumni

Communication Studies

Communication Department by the #s


